Spatial habitat selection and microhabitat use of fishes aged 0+ years was studied in a free-flowing part of the River Danube, downstream of Vienna. In a semi-natural, structured section of the river, more than 30,000 fish larvae were sampled between 1986 and 1990, comprising 26 species out of a total of 60 species (52 indigenous and 8 exotic) of fish known from the region. The habitat require ments, ecological characterisitics, local distributions and associations of 0+ fish are briefly described, using Principal Component Analysis and Canonical Correspondence Analysis.
Introduction
Habitat has been implicated in a number of studies as a major dimension of resource partitioning in stream fi shes (GORMAN & KARR 1978 , SCHLOSSER 1982 , FELLEY & HILL 1983 . Studies on small spatial scales, within stream reaches or within specific types of habitat, reveal differences in habitat use by various species of adult and larval stages of fi sh. Lateral and longitudinal habitat heterogeneity is caused by variances of water depth, distribution patterns of sediment, angle of shore and broad gradients of current velocities (SCHLOSSER 1991) .
This study on the assemblage structure and distribution patterns of larval and juvenile fi shes was carried out in a free-flowing part of the Danube, downstream of Vienna (Fig. I) . The semi-natural structured river section is characterized by large gravel-banks, small littoral bays, connected side-branches and isolated pools. De tailed studies and results on abiotic characteristics and associated fi sh fauna will be presented elsewhere; this contribution summarizes the major fi ndings of the study, carried out between 1986 and 1990.
Material and methods
A seine net was used to catch larval and juvenile fish over a distance of I metre from the shoreline (position of the catch bag); sampling was accomplished by wading upstream for 10m, parallel to the current. At sampling points with submerged macrophytes and wooden debris, a dipnet wa� posi tioned I m from the shoreline, five times for 3 min each. The CPUE (catch-per-unit-effort) was
